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As the recent month was playing out, we had a fairly clear idea about how this newsletter 
might look, but obvious recent events have clearly disrupted such plans. The main focus 

of last month's newsletter touched upon the amassing of Russian troops upon the border 

of Ukraine and how this overtly bellicose act, combined with the still-ongoing pandemic, is 

eerily reminiscent of the dominant events from just over a century prior, roughly 
corresponding to 1914-1920. Sadly, the madness continues to play out for all the world to 
see, or at least, for those who have access to coverage that is not shown through the 
lens of state propaganda. One of the medals in this month's group, just like last month, 
deals with the topic of World War |—though in this instance, rather than dealing with the 
events that sparked the global conflagration, it instead touches upon the massive toll as 
seen at the end of the war... 
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One wishes that these post-war lamentations—a burning castle atop a hill surrounded by 
a moat of coffins—would serve as powerful reminders of what can happen. However, 
given that there would be yet another massive world war only a generation later shows 
that little unfortunately is ever fully learned. As the legend on the medal reads in German, 
“death’s scythe never stops cutting.” 
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Moving to what we had thought would be a touchstone for this month’s newsletter—the 
recently-concluded Olympics—still, rather unavoidably, involved the Russians. Given my 
wife's intense interest in all things figure skating, the various competitions and programs 
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are always on our television. This year, the Russian women in particular were poised to 
sweep the podium on account of their dominance and the rise of Kamila Valieva, a 15- 
year-old with the ability to land a quad axel (and in multiples)—the idea of just one being 
unthinkable not long ago. However, as is often the case with Russians and sporting 
competitions, a negative doping result from a prior qualifying competition cast a pall over 
not just her eligibility at the Olympics, but figure skating in general. In the end, she was 
allowed to compete, and the eyes of the world clearly took their toll, with numerous 
uncharacteristic falls in her program. The teen, likely unaware that she was a pawn ina 
coach's ploy to boost her abilities, finished off the podium, her two Russian teammates 
finishing in the gold and silver. What is the relevance to this month’s upload? Well, we 
just so happen to have an alluring skating-related medal here, and one which pertains to 
quite possibly the oldest skating club known—the Edinburgh Skating Club... 
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The whimsical nature of the Hermes/Mercury figure on the obverse serves as a welcome 
distraction from the familiar parallels between these two stories—namely, the use of 


innocent humans essentially as pawns for the “power(s) that be.” 
Continuing in the sporting theme, a few medals from this month’s group focus upon 


shooting festivals and events, though not the frigid rifles from the winter biathlon. The first 
celebrates the federal shooting festival held in Frauenfeld, Switzerland in 1890... 
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...while the second, featuring the martyr St. Sebastian, pierced by arrows as Is often his 
depiction and attribute, emanates from the royal privileged shooting club in 


Aschaffenburg, Germany in 1929... 
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Meanwhile, another alluring plaque, offering great Art Nouveu flair, was issued for the 
would-be cancelled Val-Suzon auto rally atop the hills near Dijon, France in 1912... 
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...and moving away from sporting competitions to those residing in the parlor room, this 
month's upload includes four different sets of whist counters. This trick-taking card game 
was quite popular in the 18th and 19th centuries, and utilized counters for accounting and 
notation. These sets could get rather elaborate, such as this grouping of porcelain 
counters with excellent hand-painting of the four kings... 
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The remainder of this month's items include a solid mix well representative of Europe and 
the New World, with a number of attractively toned pieces. For all of these medals, click 
here (https://shoutout.wix.com/so/47NZ4UMwé8/c? 
w=9gZK_MuUMHJzYU10X7DWwTv1TOPIRSMUSulYRoyS3ks.eyJ1ljoiaHROCHM6Ly93d 
3cubnVtaXNtYWdyYWOuY29tL2ludmVudG9YyeSlsInliOiSMDk1YZIINIOxYZM2LTQ3ZmMt 
MGJIMy1hMjdiYjVKMGRjZT UiILCJtloioWFpbF9scClsImMiOiJkOTINZDI4My1mODhmLTQ 
wNjYtY TBMNSOWMGRIOWU3Y Tg2MWMifQ) or on the banner art below. 
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Be on the lookout for a return of “skulls and skeletons’ on the Ides of March, when we 
will have a special mini upload of these popular items. Lastly, to cap our Olympic-themed 
newsletter, always remember this... 


Our medals aren’t 
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You are receiving this message because you have expressed an interest in our material or have 


purchased from us in the past. 
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